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and two men as a small patrol to see if they could
get through. After a long and anxious wait they
returned. They found it impossible to penetrate the
enemy infantry. C-company was ringed round good
and proper. The outlook for them was black. We
gave them up as lost, and moved our reserve company
forward to counter-attack the enemy break through.

" But the break through never came. At least,
not by the Germans. To the utter amazement of
B-company, they suddenly heard a burst of wild
shouting and cheering, and saw C-company come
charging with fixed bayonets through the Germans
towards their left flank. Still more amazing, the
enemy stopped firing and fled in terror before the
onslaught. Those that didn't run did the ' Kamerad *
business, or else received eight inches of cold steel.
It was so methodical it resembled a bit of bayonet
drill. Only, not with dummies. B-company ser-
geants, watching it, could scarcely refrain from
shouting: ' In' . . . ' Out/ . . .

" C-company commander came along later to B.H.Q.
to give the Colonel the details. They had been com-
pletely surrounded, but continued returning the
enemy's fire until their ammunition was practically
exhausted. Surrender faced them. But they thought
they'd try a last chance. The Company Commander
held a quick conference with the platoon officers and
some of the N.C.O.'s, and it was decided to try to
fight their way out towards B-company. The order :
'Fix Bayonets' was given. At the signal of the
Company Commander's whistle they charged. He
told me himself he was never more amazed in his life
than when he saw the Germans bolt. They'd only
tried it on as a forlorn hope, thinking a few might
get through, at the most Actually, they never had
a single man wounded in the charge. The sight of
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